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mm&mmm mn the nmmm i« sober t ^UMri 

Ihe Secretary of fiafanse 
Va&hlegteti 25, $• C« 

SUiUICf; Seeall *t 6XA U*2 Aircraft 


2. Sellable photographic coverage of Cuba fees held 
high priori ey in oar eatlonel ineeiilgtaeo «lfwfc for 
i*o*w than one year non, Un Jan# 23, iff 3, 2 directed 
that two 0-2 aircraft a© loaned to :>AC by the vIA so no 
to support th* rogiilnr r eoeenal stance activity with the 
wet cao4om U-2 capability, am these aircraft were 
provided within thro# day*, I felt that the additional. 
perCoraeace of the- CIA P-2a would provide liaportant 
insurance against poos ill# MMJ-21 ©r SA-2 ©ossa ferae tlen. 

2. luring tale pmt year, wo have learned a food 
deal about Soviet and Qatmn defensive eapahlliti.es. It 
i« slang that tint Aa*l surface- to-air atlsslle aw taw - 

* «** 

tries down a lorn 0-2 unices it Is arsed with Jaanaars, 

The SA-2 is equally effective against too SAC and CIA 
aircraft since the 4,909 ft. altitude differential is 
irrelevant to the high altitude capability of tha SA-2, 

If is wf under*, tend log that aAC has saw configured several 
of it* aircraft to carry Ja.w»©r» also, so that there, is 
no real difference in aircraft vulnerability. 
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Mi 3592-63 


3. '©six pg&AeipSi ««•€•»» AS. t#* si 

trsiwfer we# the pstsstisl rsrea*. pored by the HLQ-Zl *.n 
Oi Mt i hn^if threat hi* toi- led to lasteri .Xise* . 

p hf y rlM^eMar ft , we haSM® gaise© Ifltiiaete VMtlt^K of the 

MiG-21 fey elasidsstliiA a»iw# end feel that it# w**! 53 * 1 ® 8 
ceiling capability is ft. ii.th# MS ***** 

M-rm flrupn st the as#iw*iB» #4#ilss altitude ef &l,ww it., 
thts .feesild not repress**# at »***«& * tares t ** the 

&A-2# whi ch are saw pees tag tot© Cedes 


4. X* the assails*, Sli iia*s recently lest eas 0-2 
im Chins s»4 is raasies .tiott ©a other frosts . ?bm 
fetacteaeat to ’tatet A,-:,# has #aiy one 1-2 a«4 has no 
hsefe-so aireraft, a awe the 0*2 which wsa «©4ified to csrrf 
the triple prisaa .stellite ©swera to it# initial 

MtsW tobL WO ..remit .re hsiilg allied tor 

ssrati®**. at LoeMrww * at she present* f d® very 
that the CIA ©petal* t ©a# are 

tsc this* 


$, x believe that it i» new tie* to re-tors the to© 
CI.A 0-2# presently os. loss to £AC tor Sahara over flights . 
Xf « new threat ras t er Ulisss to the #AC program, ww **» 
exaaiae the situation agai* to tee if * second CIA ttsss- 
fusioto <* .*» give os added aafistnwice.- Is the ssearatieMr* It 
is Leper taut t© pat the worldwide CIA pregrasi back a* a 
s©i*s4 footing wi feh proper aircraft reserves , aac I ae 
re cues ting that tl* D*fc® t she ts»#4iste stop* *» isai^e 
f h*» re turn of the to© CIA « uccrsft t© Edwards Air Parse 
Base within the mtm tea ©#fs. 
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Ledford* Colonel, 0SAF 
AJ3/OSA . 
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